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r  OF 


TO  THE 


FIRST         ED  IT-ION, 


IN  an  advertifement  prefixed  to  the  original  Trad  published  in  Paris 
1797,  the  writer  profefles  to  have  for  his  principal  object,  that  of  con- 
vincing the  French  nation,  from  thefe  precedents,  that  the  invafion  and 
conqueft  of  England  and  her  dependencies  is  not  only  poffible,  but  very 
practicable.  The  view  of  the  Englifh  editor  is  from  the  felf-fame  fads 
to  prove  exactly  the  reverfe,  by  affording  his  fellow-countrymen,  from 
the  minutes  before  them,  a  certainty  of  every  attempt  to  invade  their  ter- 
ritory being  rendered  impotent  and  ineffectual,  fo  long  as  they  remain 
firmly  united  and  true  to  their  interefts,  as  indiflblubly  connected  with 
the  beft  of  kings  and  the  moil  glorious  conftitution  in  the  world.  They 
will  obferve,  that  an  invading  enemy,  unlefs  he  met  with  mofl  material 
affiflance  from  the  inhabitants  themfelves,  has  been  uniformly  compelled 
to  retire  with  merited  difgrace  and  defeat ;  and  particularly  in  our  prefent 
ftate,  from  the  able  difpofitions  of  our  Royal  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  the  Admiralty  Board,  feconded  by  our  gallant  heroes  by  land  and 
fea,  mould  chance  permit  a  foreign  force  to  reach  our  coafts,  even  a 
retreat  could  fcarcely  be  effected,  or  the  invaders  refcue  themfelves 
and  their  mips  from  almoffc  inevitable  deftruction.  The  general  difpofl- 
tion  of  the  people  cannot  be  more  fat  isfact  only  fhewn  than  by  the  alacrity 

\  2  and 


iv  PREFACE. 

and  good  conduct  of  our  patriotic  volunteers :  and  whatever  may  have 
been  the  temporary  hardfhips  arifing  from  the  preflure  of  the  times,  by 
the  unjuftifiable  prices  of  corn,  the  good  fenfe  of  the  people  of  England, 
fo  eminently  difplayed  in  all  their  actions,  will  convince  their  foes,  in- 
ternal as  well  as  external,  that  they  will  unite  heart  and  hand  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  property  and  fupport  of  their  laws ;  and  that  whatever  de- 
fects there  may  be  in  their  conftitution,  or  out  of  it,  they  will  not  fubmit 
to  the  regimen  of  any  phyficians  from  France. 

The  figures  placed  upon  the  map,  under  the  fhips  which  reprefent  the 
invading  fquadrons,  correfpond  with  thofe  prefixed  to  each  hiftorical 
account  of  the  particular  expeditions 

J.  J.  S. 

Piccadilly,  iJlAugufl 
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SKETCH    OF    INVASIONS, 


_        „     '        -        ,1    YvILLIAM  Duke  of  Normandy  was  coufin  to 

Conqueft  of  England  by  .  .       r 

William  Duke  of  Nor-      Edward  the  Confeflor,  who  had  intended  him  for 

inanely,  1066.  J   his  fucceflbr.     His  claims  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 

land were  founded  upon  this  intention,  and  upon 

being  the  neareft  relative  of  the  deceafed  king.  Harold,  the  fon  of  Good- 
win, Earl  of  Kent,  had  acknowledged  and  taken  an  oath  in  his  prefence, 
at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  to  fupport  him  with  his  utmoft  ftrength  and  credit. 
In  contempt  of  this  oath,  and  the  rights  of  William,  he  however  caufed 
himfelf  to  be  crowned  king  at  the  end  of  the  year  1065. 

Tofti,  Harold's  brother,  at  that  time  governor  of  Northumberland, 
was  accufed  of  mifdemeanors,  and  banifhed  from  England..  Having  taken 
refuge  in  Flanders,  he  obtained  a  fuccour  of  fixty  (hips,  with  which  he- 
laid  wafte  the  Englifh  coafts  from  eaft  to  fouth.  Halfager,  King  of 
Norway,  joining  him  with  three  hundred  vefTels,  they  entered  the  Humber 
together,  difembarked  many  troops,  obtained  advantages,  advanced  into 
the  country,  and  were  killed  in  an  action  which  took  place  at  Stamford 
Bridge,  near  York,  and  their  foldiers  re-embarked. 

William. 
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William  had  fent  ambafTadors  to  Harold,  foon  after  his  accefiion,  to 
fummon  him  to  reftore  the  crown,  and,  on  his  refufal,  made  prepara- 
tions for  reducing  him  to  fubjedion.  The  greateft  difficulty  confided  in 
procuring  the  money  neceffary  for  an  enterprife  of  fuch  magnitude.  Being 
unable  to  obtain  from  his  Norman  {rates  the  fums  he  was  in  want  of,  he 
had  recourfe  to  private  perfons,  all  of  whom  contributed  according  to  their 
means.  One  individual  alone  undertook  the  fitting  out  of  forty  lliips  at 
his  own  expenfe.  William  had  very  accurate  accounts  kept  of  the  affift- 
ance  he  received,  regarding  them  as  fo  many  titles  to  rewards,  which  he 
piomifed  to  confer  after  the  conqueft.  From  the  moment  of  the  projected 
invafion  being  known,  multitudes  flocked  to  William  with  proffered  fer- 
vices  ;  and  it  was  not  fo  difficult  to  complete  his  army,  as  to  make  choice 
of  the  moil  diftinguimed  fubjedls,  or  reject  the  numerous  offers  of  thofc 
who  fued  for  the  honour  of  ferving  under  fo  illuftrious  a  chief. 

William  found  himfelf  poiTcfTed  of  a  fleet  of  nine  hundred  and  feven 
fail,  exclufive  of  tranfports,  and  an  army  of  lixty  thoufand  men.  Point- 
ing towards  the  Englifli  coaft,  '*  There,"  faid  he  to  his  foldiers,  "  fliall 
you  erect  trophies  to  your  glory. " 

All  his  land  and  fea  forces  united  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dive  in  Nor- 
mandy. He  ran  along  the  coaft  as  far  as  St.  Valery,  from  whence  he  fet 
fail  the  28th  of  September,  and  arrived  at  Pevenfey,  in  SufTex,  where  he 
landed  without  oppofition,  and  without  having  fallen  in  with  the  Englifh 
fleet.  The  inhabitants  betook  themfelves  to  flight  with  extraordinary 
marks  of  difmay. 

Harold  was  rejoicing  at  the  defeat  of  Tofti  and  Halfager  when  he  re- 
ceived the  news  of  this  defcent.  "  Then  landed/*  fay  the  Norman 
Chronicles,  "  all  the  choice  archers,  who  were  lightly  clothed  and  clofe 
fliaved ;  then  the  armed  men  ready  for  combat,  who  formed,  in  order  of 
battle,  upon  the  coaft;  next  the  carriages,  horfes,  provisions  and  other 

4  neceffaries ; 
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necefTaries;  after  them  followed  carpenters,  mafons,  and  handicrafts, 
who  hoifted  out  three  wooden  caftles  ready  for  fixing ;  and  laft  came  Wil- 
liam." In  ftepping  upon  the  beach  he  {tumbled,  and  falling,  exclaimed, 
with  great  prefence  of  mind,  /  take  poJTeJfion  of  the  country. 

He  fet  fire  to  all  his  (hips,  or,  as  others  fay,  he  fent  the  fleet  back  to 
Normandy;  certain  it  is,  that  he  left  his  brethren  in  arms  no  hope  of 
returning  again.  The  firfl  order  he  iffued  was,  that  the  country  mould 
not  be  laid  wafte,  but  refpect  be  fhewn  to  a  nation  that  he  wifhed  to  be 
indebted  to  him  for  its  happinefs.  He  then  marched  towards  Haftings, 
of  which  he  took  pofleiTion ;  Harold  likewife  purfued  the  fame  courfe. 
On  the  1 5th  October  the  two  armies  came  in  fight  at  a  place  called  Battle, 
the  chiefs  burning  for  an  engagement,  regarded  by  both  as  decifive. 

William  formed  his  army  into  three  columns.  He  reminded  his 
foldiers,  that,  under  him,  they  had  always  been  fuccefsful;  that  they  had, 
a  hundred  times,  beaten  the  northern  nations,  who  were  much  more  for- 
midable enemies  than  the  Englifh  ;  that  they  were  all  under  the  neceffity 
of  conquering  or  perifhing  with  him,  all  means  of  retreat  being  done 
away;  and  that  the  fea  was  at  their  backs.  He  concluded  in  thefe 
words :  *'  Let  us  confider  ourfelves  as  men  who  muft  be,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  day,  either  dead  or  victorious."  Then  putting  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  cavalry,  he  made  the  fignal  for  engaging,  and  the  whole  army  at 
once  moved  forward,  finging  Roland's  martial  hymn.  The  Englifh  were 
attacked  in  their  entrenchments ;  Harold  and  two  of  his  brothers  perifhed 
in  the  action,  and  William  gained  a  complete  victory. 

Never  was  a  fcheme  formed  with  fo  little  chance  of  fuccefs  ;  the  Nor- 
man forces  could  by  no  means  be  compared  to  thole  of  England,  nor  had 
William  any  expectations  of  ailiftance  from  the  Englifh.  This  expedition 
has  in  general  been  judged  of  only  by  the  promptitude  of  its  fuccefs ;  be 
that  as  it  may,  one  battle  gave  up  to  a  foreign  nation  a  country,  which 

neither 
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neither  the  Danes,  Saxons,  nor  even  the  Romans  themfelves,  could  fub- 
jugate,  but  after  cndlefs  conflicts,  and  in  the  fpace  of  many  ages.  This 
brought  the  Anglo-Saxons*  reign,  which  had  continued  600  years,  to  a 
conclulion. 

After  this  ever-memorable  victory,  William,  chooiing  to  fecure  a 
retreat  in  cafe  of  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  took  pofTefilon  of  Dover.  The 
Normans  burnt  it,  and,  in  fo  doing,  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  difplay- 
ing  his  moderation  by  indemnifying  the  proprietors.  He  then  marched 
towards  London,  and  took  poll  in  the  borough  of  Southwark,  which  lie 
afterwards  reduced  to  afhes,  to  fliew  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  the 
fate  which  threatened  them  if  they  fhould  perfifr.  in  holding  out.  They 
refolved,  therefore,  to  give  up  the  keys  of  the  city  to  the  conqueror,  and 
make  him  an  offer  of  the  crown. 

2.  ~]        Godwin,  Edmond,  and  Magnus,  Harold's  fons, 
The  Iriih  plunder  the  en-  V   upon    fhe    death    of    their    father    wit}ldrew    intQ 

virons  of  Exeter.  1069.  j     T     i      j     *.t-      i  •  TU-UTA  n       i 

Ireland,  the   king   or  which,   Dermot,   fitted  out 

for  them  a  fleet  of  fixty-five  fail.  They  landed  in  Devon fhire  near 
Exeter,  fought  feveral  battles,  plundered  the  villages  they  took  poffeflion 
of,  and  returned  to  Ireland  with  a  confiderable  booty. 

3.  Several  Englifh.  nobles,  who  were  difTatisfied 
Defcent  of  the  Danes  upon  \   with  William,  and  who  revolted  in  1068,  obtained 

.umber,  ,  affiftance  from  foreign  powers.     Sueno,  King  of 

Denmark,  armed  in  their  favour  200  fliips,  which  came  to  anchor  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Humber.  The  difembarkation  of  the  troops  was  ef- 
fected without  difficulty ;  the  malcontents  of  Northumberland  joined 
them ;  they  marched  to  the  city  of  York,  which  they  took,  and  retired 
laden  with  plunder  to  between  the  Oufe  and  Trent.  William,  who  faw 
the  danger  of  giving  them  battle,  gained  them  over  by  money  to  confent 

to  withdraw  at  the  beginning  of  fpring. 

Robert, 
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4-  -x         Robert,  the  elder  brother  of  William  II.  was 
Robert    lands    at    Portf- 1    fruftrated   in  his   intention   of    fucceeding   to   the 

mouth,  nor.  J    throne  by  hjs  younger  brother  Henry  I.      He  was 

then  at  the  Holy  Land.  On  his  return,  determining  to  he  revenged  for 
this  usurpation,  he  refolved  to  attack  England.  Henry,  on  his  part, 
equipped  a  fleet  for  the  purpofe  of  oppoling  his  brother's  attempt ;  but 
hardly  had  Robert  put  to  fea  before  the  king  found  himfelf  abandoned  by 
moft  of  his  mips.  The  proje&ed  landing  was  effected  at  Portfmouth, 
and  its  fuccefs  would  have  been  certain,  had  not  Anfelm,  Archbiihop  of 
Canterbury,  made  peace  between  the  two  brothers,  and  prevailed  on 
Robert  to  content  himfelf  with  the  next  fuccefiion  to  the  crown ;  which, 
however,  he  never  enjoyed. 

5-  ]        Henry   I.  caufed   his    daughter   Matilda,   firft 
Arrival  of    the  Emprefs  I    married  to  the  Emperor  Henry  V.  and  afterwards 

Matilda  at  Portftnouth.  I          /-.      rr        /-.  c    \     •  r          i  iii 

J    to  Georrrey  Count  or  Anjou,  to  be  acknowledged 

his  heir.   It  was  then  a  fubject  of  difpute  whether 

women  had  the  right  of  fucceeding  to  the  throne.  Stephen,  Henry's 
nephew,  refting  upon  the  non-eflablifhment  of  this  right,  .by  the  aid 
of  the  Bilhop  of  Winchefter,  fupplanted  his  coufin.  He  foon  collected 
a  party  of  difcontented  perfons.  Troubles  broke  out,  and  Matilda  re- 
folved to  turn  them  to  her  advantage.  The  malcontents  came  forward, 
declaring  they  were  ready  to  place  the  crown  upon  her  head,  agreeably 
to  the  promife  they  had  given  her  father.  She  accordingly  went  to  England 
in  the  month  of  September  with  her  brother  Robert  Earl  of  Gloucefter, 
and  landed  at  Portfmouth.  She  brought  with  her  only  150  men;  but 
her  party  foon  gaining  ftrength,  the  flames  of  civil  war  were  lighted 
up,  and  Stephen  was  made  prifoner.  The  coronation  of  Matilda, 
and  re-eftablifliment  of  Stephen  upon  the  throne,  took  place  Ihortly 
after. 


While 
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6-  "]        While   Stephen   was   prifoner,    and     Matilda's 
Henry,  fon  of  the  Count  I     attcntion  Was    fixcd  fhe    affairs   of   £      Iand 

of  Anjou.  goes  to  Eng-  I  .        ^     .       ,,    ,' 

land,  1142.  J  alone>  the  Earl  °f  Anjou  got  pofleflion  of  Nor- 

mandy. The  Earl  of  Gloucefter  went  thither  to 

fetch  Henry,  the  fon  of  Geoffrey  of  Anjou  and  Matilda,  then  only  eighteen 
years  of  age.  They  came  to  England,  and  landed  at  Wareham.  The 
war  continued  ;  fuccefs  was  equal  on  either  fide ;  and  the  following  year 
Matilda,  feeing  the  number  of  her  partifans  diminish,  took  the  refolution 
of  returning  back  to  Normandy. 

7-  ~\        Henry,   ten  years  afterwards,  again  recalled  by 
Henry  again  goes  to  Eng-  1    the   friends  he  had  fn  Englandj    ]anded  tnere  with 

15  forces  fufficiently  considerable  to  give  new  vigour 

to  his  mother's  party,  which  appeared  to  be  entirely  put  down.  The 
malcontents  joined  him.  He  took  thirty  caftles,  and  Stephen  refolved  to 
conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  him,  which  was  figned  at  Winchester, 
whereby  he  was  acknowledged  his  fucceflbr. 

8.  ~\        Ireland  has  had  feveral  foreign   invaders.     A 

Henry  II.  lands  in  Ire-  \  fcmg  Qf  Northumberland  committed  great  devaita- 
an  '  II7I<  tions   there.      The   Norwegians  afterwards   took 

poiTeffion,  and  remained  mafters  of  it  for  thirty  years.  Some  people  from 
Germany,  whom  hiftorians  call  Ermanni,  likewife  conquered  it;  and 
Edgar,  King  of  England,  fubjected  it  to  his  laws.  The  Irifh  afterwards 
had  a  war  among  themfelves,  which  terminated  in  the  divifion  of  their 
country  among  many  chiefs  who  took  the  title  of  king.  A  difagreement 
divided  two  of  thefe  kings,  the  weakeft  of  whom  had  recourfe  to  the 
Englifli  for  help ;  and  this  was  the  epoch  wherein  Ireland  loft  its  inde- 
pendence. 

Dermot,  King  of  Ireland,  panting  for  revenge  againft  the  King  of 
Connaught,  fent  to  require  afliftanee  from  Henry  II,  who  advifed  h:rn  to 

i  addrefs 
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addrefs  fome  barons  whom  he  pointed  out.  The  barons,  accepting 
Dermot's  proportions,  accompanied  him  to  Ireland,  landed  near  Water- 
ford  with  500  men,  made  themfelves  matters  of  Wexford  ;  and,  in  fliorf, 
advanced  with  fuch  rapidity  in  the  country,  that  Henry  became  jealous, 
and  even  trembled  at  their  progrefs.  Refolving  upon  the  conqueft  of 
that  country  for  himfelf,  he  got  together  a  fleet  of  500  large  (hips  in 
Milford  Haven,  and,  embarking  in  perfon,  landed  with  all  his  forces  in 
the  vicinity  of  Waterford,  and  rendered  himfelf  matter  of  the  ifland 
without  fliedding  a  drop  of  blood. 

9.  ^|        The  barons  had  declared  war  upon  King  John  ; 

The  French  invade  Eng-  >  feejng  their  party  weaken,  they  tendered  the  crown 
land'  I2x6'  to   Louis,    fon  of    Philip  Auguftus,    who    then 

reigned  in  France,  and  who  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  600  fail.  Louis  landed 
May  the  23d  on  the  Ifle  of  Thanet,  between  Sandwich  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Thames.  John  marched  to  Dover  with  the  intention  of  oppofing  his 
landing;  but  conceiving  that  he  could  make  but  an  ineffectual  refinance, 
he  retired  to  Winchester,  where  he  fet  on  foot  a  confiderable  army,  and 
propofed  deciding  the  fate  of  his  crown  by  the  event  of  a  pitched  battle. 
The -''defe&ion  of  his  partifans  obliged  him  to  flee  towards  Newark, 
where  his  death  delivered  England  from  the  danger  which  equally  me- 
naced it  either  by  his  failure  or  fuccefs.  Louis  was  not  long  before  he 
gave  the  Englifli  juft  grounds  for  complaint,  and  he  favv  himfelf  aban- 
doned by  almoft  all  thofe  who  had  attached  themfelves  to  him.  For  this 
caufe  he  took  the  refolution  of  making  an  honourable  retreat,  which  was 
granted  him  by  a  treaty  concluded  the  nth  September,  when  he  inftantly 
fet  off  for  France ;  and  this  event  confirmed  the  crown  on  the  head  of 
Henry  III. 

xo-  "|         The  unlooked-for  difputes  between  France  and 

Montmorenci     lands      at  ^    E      ,and>  from  the  tjme  of  philip  AiigufhlS,  hav- 
Dover,   1296.  J     .         .  •          • 

ing   been  only  itified,  were  renewed  again  under 

B   2  Philip 
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Philip  the  Fair.  While  the  Englifh  were  buficd  in  retaking  the  place* 
which  had  been  wrefted  from  them  in  Guienne,  the  King  of  France,  by 
way  of  reprifal,  fent  a  numerous  fleet  under  the  command  of  Matthew 
de  Montmorenci,  who  effected  his  landing  near  Dover,  which  town  he 
took  pofleflion  of,  and  in  part  burnt.  This  event  vva$  the  moil  important 
of  the  whole  war,  which  concluded  by  an  accommodation  foliated  by 
Edward  I.  King  of  England. 

"•  "^        The   Spencers,    miniflers   of   Edward   II.  go- 

IfabeHa  lands   at   Orwell,  j   yerned   the  kifig?    tyrannized  over  the  nafion>    and 

0  traduced  the  queen  to  her  huiband.     Ifabella  was 

daughter  of  Philip  the  Fair;  flie  went  to  France,  where  flie  was  at  firft 
detained  by  the  Spencers  againft  her  will.  She  then  took  refuge  in 
Holland,  and  there  conceived  the  defign  of  dethroning  Edward.  She 
accordingly  made  a  party  in  England,  and,  obtaining  fuccours,  embarked 
at  Dordrecht  the  24th  September  with  3000  men,  and  landed  at  Orwell, 
near  Harwich,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk;  at  which  time  the  king  hap- 
pened to  be  in  London.  He  commanded  the  citizens  to  arm ;  but  they 
anfwered,  that  they  had  the  privilege  of  not  ferving  without  the  walls 
for  more  than  one  day ;  and  that  only  on  condition  of  returning  again 
before  funfet. 

Edward  reforted  for  affiftance  to  the  weft  of  England.  Hardly  had  he 
fet  off  before  the  people  of  London  took  arms.  The  manifefto  publifhed 
by  Ifabella  upon  her  arrival  captivated  all  their  fuffrages.  The  tower  was 
taken,  and  the  prifoners,  who  immediately  ranged  themfelvcs  under  the 
queen's  banners,  liberated.  Spencer,  the  father,  commanded  at  Briftol, 
which  city  was  delivered  up  to  Ifabella,  by  whofe  order  he  was  hanged 
amidft  the  reiterated  fhouts  both  of  the  army  and  multitude.  The  king, 
abandoned  to  himfelf,  wanted  to  efcape  to  Ireland ;  but  contrary  winds 
again  threw  him  upon  the  English  coafl.  The  young  Spencer  was  with 

him, 
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him,  and  met  with  the  fame  fate  as  his  father.  The  king  died  foon  after, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Edward  HI. 

12.  ~)        Charles   the  Fair  dying  in  I  328  without  male 

Landing  of   the    French  I   iirue)   hjs    C0llfin_german,   Philip  de   Valois,-firft 

at  Poftfmouth.   itqo.    J          •  r    i        11      j  •          n 

"°  prince  or   the   blood,  was  unammouily  acknow- 

ledged his  fucceflbr.  Edward  III.  as  fon  of  Ifkbella,  and  in  contempt 
of  the  law,  which  excluded  women  from  the  right  of  fucceeding  to  the 
crown,  declared  war  againft  Philip,  with  the  intent  to  dethrone  him. 
England  had  a  numerous,  and  Philip  a  good  fleet.  The  French  and 
English  fleets  having  met,  an  engagement  took  place,  in  which  the 
English  were  worfted  ;  hut,  notwithftanding,  ravaged  the  fuburhs  of 
.Boulogne,  and  burnt  fome  fmall  vefTels  there.  The  French  retaliated  upon 
Portfmouth,  and,  after  having  facked  it,  they  retired  laden  with 
plunder. 

»3-  ")        While   Edward,  afTifted  by  the  famous  A'rte- 

Numerous  ckfcents  of  the  j    vil.le>    a  brcwer  of  Ghent>  wag  m&'mg  prOgrefs  in 

'  Ij  "     Flanders,   the  French  were  laying  wafte  the 


lifh  coafts.  About  the  latter  end  of  the  month-  of  May  they  difembarked 
at  Plymouth,  which  they  burnt  almoft  to  the  ground.  They  again  em- 
barked, and  landed  early  in  June  at  Haftings,  where  they  burnt  feveral 
fhips  ;  and  on  the  3Qth  September  effected  another  landing  at  South^- 
ampton,  the  greater  part  of  which  town  they  reduced  to  aflies. 

i4«  "j        During  the  reign  of  Richard  II.   the  French, 

The  French  take  pofleffion  (    ]n    conjunaion    with    the    Scotch,     put    to    fea    a 

'J   powerful  fleet.     After  having  made  a  defcent  at 
Rye,  on  the  29th  June,  they  retired  with  immenfe 

fpoil,  took  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  on  the  21  ft  Auguft,  andr  in  their  retreat, 
made  considerable  havoc  at  Portfmonth,  Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  and 
Raftings. 

Lancaster, 
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15-  ^        Lancafter,     uncle    of    Richard    II.    had     the 

Landing  of  the  French  and  I    command  of  the  troops   fent  againft  Charles  V. 

!    While  he  was  pufhing  on  the  war  with  vigour  in 
France,  fome  French  and  Spanifti  row-boats  laid 

"wafte,  in  the  month  of  June,  the  coafts  of  England.  The  troops  they 
threw  in,  pillaged  many  towns,  and  Winchelfea  in  particular. 

16.  ")        Richard   II.   had  given  the  Duke  of  Lancafler 

A    French  fleet  deftined  I    fome     affiftance    in    fuppprting   his    right    to   the 

tgainft   England  is  dif-  |  r  /~.  /T.-II          TU-  j-.-         i 

f.,  n,    \    crown   or  Cain  lie.      i  his   expedition  having  de- 

pcrfed  byaltorm,  1386.  J  *       . 

prived  the  Enghfli  or  their  belt  mips,  and  choiceft 

troops,  the  French  took  advantage  of  thofe  circumftances  to  make  great 
preparations,  which  tended  to  nothing  lefs  than  the  conqueft  of  England. 
Nearly  1200  ihips  were  equipped  by  order  of  Charles  VI.  on  board 
which  upwards  of  60,000  men  were  embarked.  This  enterprife,  un- 
doubtedly formidable,  was  fet  aflde  by  a  ftorm  which  difperfed  the  fliips, 
and  fent  many  of  them  to  the  bottom.  This  event  took  place  on  the  31  ft 
October.  On  board  the  mips  were  planks  of  wood  nicely  joined,  in- 
tended for  the  conftruclion  of  barracks,  wherein  the  army  might  be 
flickered  immediately  upon  its  difembarkation. 

'?•  I        The  Duke  of  Lancafter,  who  had  been  obliged 

Defcent  in  the  county  of  I    tQ  retire  info  prance  for  fafety>    took  advantage  of 

the  moment  in  which  Richard  II.  was  reducing 

the  rebels  in  Ireland,  to  return  to  England.  He  embarked  at  Vannes  in 
the  courfe  of  July,  fet  fail  with  only  three  mips,  and  landed  upon  the 
coaft  of  Yorkthire.  The  number  of  malcontents  who  flew  to  his  ftandard 
was  fo  considerable,  that  Richard,  on  his  return,  finding  himfelf  almoft 
deferted,  retired  into  the  iiland  of  Anglefea,  where  he  was  taken.  The 
parliament  declared  him  unworthy  of  the  crown,  which  they  placed  on 
the  head  of  Henry  of  Lancafter,  with  the  title  of  Henry  IV.  on  the 
3Qth  September  1 399. 

While 
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18.  ^        \Vhile  the  court  was  taken  up  with  enterlain- 

Defecnt  of  the  French  at  I    ments  on  account  of  the  marriage  of  Henry  IV. 

the  Ifle  of  Wight  and  [    ^    ^^   ^^    ^    ^    Jfle    of    W]   ^     then 

Plymouth,   1403.  J  ,  i     o      v»  i  j 

under  the  command  or  the  Count  de  ot.  rol,  and 

re-embarked  after  having  pillaged  feveral  villages. 

The  fame   year  fome  mips  from  the  ports  of  Britanny  arrived  at  Ply- 
mouth, which  they  reduced  to  afiies. 


19.  v       The  year  following  another  defcent  was  in  con- 
Another  invafion  of  the  V  templationf     to  be   directed    againft    Dartmouth, 

"  '  J^  "  which  feveral  circumflances  were  unfavourable  to. 
The  fhips  dcftined  for  this  expedition  went,  therefore,  again  to  the  Ifle 
pf  Wight,  from  whence  they  retired  with  confiderable  booty, 

20.  1        The  French,  to  the  number  of'  12,000  fighting 
Landing  of  the  French  at  I   men>    effeded   a  ianding  at   Milford   in   Wales. 

Milford under CharlesV.  I    rp,  u        j  /ri  i    r           > 

!    Iney  came  on  board  140  veflels,  and  took  feveral 
i 405 .  J 

towns,   and   Carmarthen  among  the  reft.     They 

accumulated  plunder  to  a  great  amount,   with  which  they  re-embarked 
before  Henry  IV.  who  had  affembled  a  large  force,  could  come  up  to 

J  O  '  f 

them. 


21  •  \       During  the  exiftenee  of  the  memorable  difputes 

Defcent  of  the  French  at  V  between  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  in^ 

:h,  I457<  J  the  time  of  Henry  VI,  the  French  made  a  defcent 
upon  England,  furprifed  Sandwich,  and  again  got  off  with  a  great 
booty.. 

On 
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22-  "]        On  the   3d  April  1458,  a  treaty  of  rcconcilia- 

Scvcral  dcfcents  made  by  I  tjQn   wa§    figned  '  bet  ween    the   heads    of    the    two 

the  Earl  of  Warwick  hi  1  ,        r         /•,•»/  n 

-,,    ,     ,  >  houies  or    York  and    Lancalter :   and   as   a  proof 

England,   1400.  J 

of  his  imcerify,    Henry  VI.  admitted  the  Duke  of 

York  and  Earl  of  Warwick  to  be  of  the  council.  Some  time  afterwards, 
the  Duke  of  York  and  his  friends  fufpedting  fome  treachery,  under  dif- 
ferent pretexts  left  the  court. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  went  to  Calais,  of  which  he  was  governor. 
Queen  Margaret,  not  being  able  to  fucceed  in  depofing  him  from  his 
government,  equipped  a  fleet  for  the  purpofe  of  fending  afliftahce  to  the 
Duke  of  Somerfet.  Warwick  got  information  of  this  armament  in- 
tended againft  him  in  Sandwich  harbour,  and  accordingly  privately  fent 
from  Calais  a  body  of  troops  commanded  by  Dinham,  which  reached 
Sandwich  at  daybreak,  furprifed  the  officers  in  their  beds,  gained  over 
the  foldiers  and  failors,  and  brought  in  the  king's  fliips  to  Calais. 

Warwick  afterwards  concerted  meafures  with  the  Duke  of  York  for 
their  mutual  defence.  Being  folicited  by  the  inhabitants  of  Kent  to  come 
to  Sandwich  to  fecond  their  efforts  by  putting  themfelves  at  their  head, 
they  difembarked  there  with  1500  men,  giving  out  that  their  intention 
was  to  deliver  the  people  from  the  oppreflion  under  which  they  groaned, 
and  to  ficure  to  them  the  free  exercife  of  their  rights  and  enjoyment  of 
liberty. 

This  manifefto  produced  fo  great  an  effect,  that  their  army  foon 
amounted  to  40,000  men,  at  the  head  of  whom  they  entered  London. 
On  the  following  I9th  of  July  they  gave  the  king's  army  battle  at 
Northampton,  when  Henry  VI.  lofing  his  freedom,  the  Duke  of  York 
became  the  abfolute  chief  of  the  government,  and  his  eldefl  fon  was  pro- 
claimed king  in  1461  by  the  title  of  Edward  IV. 

The 
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23-  "|         The  Earl  of  Warwick,  after  having  contributed 
Warwick  lands  at  Dart-  V   jn  fome  degree  towarjs  thcexpulfion  of  Henry  VI. 

mouth,  1470.  and   the   crowning   of  Edward   IV.  difcontentcd, 

as  well  as  his  parti  fans,  with  the  conduct  of  the  new  king,  went  to 
France,  where  Margaret,  wife  of  Henry  VI.  already  was.  They  were 
reconciled  by  Louis  XI.  and  afterwards  refolved  on  dethroning  Edward 
Louis  furnimed  them  with  men  and  money,  and  on  the  1$th  of  Septem- 
ber they  landed  at  Dartmouth  and  Plymouth.  The  influence  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  had  over  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  the  fpirit  of  party  thtn 
prevalent  in  England,  afiembled  under  the  ftandard  of  their  former  queen 
upwards  of  fixty  thoufand  men.  His  army  increafed  as  he  advanced,  fo 
that,  eleven  days  after  his  landing,  Warwick  found  himfelf  matter  of  the 
kingdom,  and  Edward  was  obliged  to  fly  to  Holland  for  perional  fafety. 
Warwick  took  Henry  from  the  Tower,  and  replaced  him  upon  the  throne. 

24-  "]        Edward  being  intent  upon  nothing  but  how  to 
Edward   lands   in   York-  j.    fcgain  hig  joft  crown>  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  his 

brother-in-law,    furnimed   him   with    four   large 

(hips,  fourteen  tranfports,  and  about  two  thoufand  men.  With  this  fmail 
army  he  left  the  harbour  of  Pluming  about  the  middle  of  March,  and  the 
following  day  arrived  off  the  Englifli  coaft.  Finding  his  attempts  to  land 
at  Cromer,  in  Norfolk,  ineffectual,  he  flood  to  the  northward,  and  made 
good  his  landing  the  i4th  of  March,  on  the  coafr.  of  Yorkmire.  Some 
troops  joined  him  in  his  march;  and  at  Barnet  a  battle  took  place,  in 
which  Warwick  loft  his  life ;  and  Edward  was  by  this  event  again  feated 
upon  the  throne  of  England. 

25.  "|        The  very  day  on  which  the  partifans  of  Henry 

The  French  land  at  Wcy-  V  VL  were  Defeated  by  thofe  of  Edward  IV.  Queen 

Margaret  and    her  fon  Edward  made  a  defcent  at 

Weymouth  with   troops   from   France.     Receiving  encouragement  from 
fome  friends  to  her  caufe,  (he  overran  the  counties  of  Devon,  Somerfet, 

c  and 
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and  Gloucefter,  and  faw  her  army  greatly  increafe.  Edward  coming  up 
with  a  far  more  numerous  force,,  fhe  intrenched  herfelf  in  the  Park  at 
Tewkefhury,  where,  on  the  4th  May,  Edward  attacked  and  took  both 
herfelf  and  fon  prifoners. 

26.  -v        The  crimes  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  Regent 
Landing  of  Henry  Earl  of  I    of   the   kjngdOm,   who  was,    upon  the  death  of 

Richmond   at  Mil  ford,  f    T-J          j   TT7  11       ^v        •  ,        r   r>  •    i        JTTT 

Edward  IV..  crowned  by  the  title  or   Richard  ill. 

1485.  J          .  . 

excited  general  complaints.      A  multitude  of  exiles 

joined  Richmond,  the  chief  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancaller,  in  Britanny,  and 
induced  him  to  attempt  an  invafion.  One  he  had  already  undertaken,  the 
fuccefs  of  which  was  fruftrated  by  a  violent  tempeft.  He  left  Harfleu? 
with  two  thoufand  men  on  the  ift  Auguft,  reached  Milford  Haven  on 
the  6th,  and  on  the  22d  gained  the  battle  of  Bofworth,  near  Leicefter, 
where  Richard  loft  his  life  and  crown,  which  was  picked  up  on  the  field, 
of  battle,  and  prefented  to  Richmond,  who,  from  that  moment,  affumed 
the  throne  under  the  appellation  of  Henry  VII.  This  was  the  period  at 
which  the  reign  of  the  Houfe  of  Plantagenet  concluded,  and  that  of 
Tudor  commenced. 

27.  For  the  purpofe  of  doing  away  every  pretenflon 
Lambert  Simnel  lands  in  I   to  tjie  tv,rOne,  Henry  VII.  ordered  the  young  Earl 

Lancaftiirc,  1487.  of  Warwick)   fon  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  and 

rlrfl  of  the  Houfe  of  York,  to  be  fliut  up  in  the  Tower,  to  the  great 
difpleafure  of  the  people;  and  his  tyranny  induced  the  belief  of  an  error 
which  had  nearly  loft  him  his  crown.  It  was  given  out  that  young 
Warwick  had  efcaped  from  the  Tower.  This  deception  Richard  Simon, 
an  Oxford  prieft,  carried  on  in  the  perfon  of  Lambert  Simnel,  a  baker's 
fon,  who  was  crowned  at  Dublin  by  the  ftyle  of  Edward  VI.  Embold- 
ened by  this  fuccefs,  lie  took  the  refolution  of  going  to  England,  where 
he  landed  with  a  fmall  army  compofed  of  Irifti  and  Germans,  which  he 
had  been  furnifhcd  with  by  Margaret  of  York,  the  Dutchefs  Dowager 

i  of 
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of  Burgundy ;  but  he  was  beaten  in  the  firil  engagement,  which  happened 
at  Stoke  on  the  6th  June. 

28.  ^        The  lame  Margaret  of  York  fet  up  another  pre- 
Landing  of  Perkin  War-   -  tender  to  the  crown.     He  was  the  Ion  of  a  con- 
verted Jew  of  Tournay,  named  Perkin  Warbeck, 

who  was  firft  brought  forward  as  the  young  Duke  of  York,  whom  Richard 
had  caufed  to  be  aiTaflinated  in  the  Tower.  On  the  3d  July  he  landed 
at  Deal  with  fome  troops,  but  not  finding  the  inhabitants  difpofed  to 
fecond  his  efforts,  was  under  the  neceifity  of  re-embarking. 

29.  This  failure  did  not  difconcert  him.      He  re- 
Perkin  Warbeck  lands  in  I    tumed    tQ    irelan(jf     ancl    afterwards    to    Scotland, 

where  he   married  a  near  relation  to  King  James. 

Some  rebels  in  Cornwall  invited  him  to  put  himfelf  at  their  head  ;  and  on 
the  yth  September  he  landed  on  the  foufhern  coaft  of  that  county  with. 
one  hundred  and  twenty  or  forty  men,  and  four  (hips.  He  arrived  at 
Bodmin,  followed  by  about  three  thoufand  men,  who  had  afTembled 
round  him.  He  was  then  proclaimed  king  by  the  name  of  Richard  IV. 
and  made  an  attempt  upon  Exeter;  but  no  fooner  learnt  that  a  fuperior 
force  was  coming  againft  him,  than  he  fubmitted  on  condition  of  his  life 
being  fpared. 

3°'  1        The   flames    of    war   being    kindled    between 

f  iPr6gCnt      J    L°uis  XIL  and  Henry  VHL  the  EnSlifll  were 
fo  fuccefsful  by  fea,  as  to  be  enabled  to  blockade 

Brefl  harbour  completely :  they  could  not,  however,  prevent  Commo- 
dore Pregent  from  landing  upon  the  Suflex  coaft,  and  carrying  off  booty 
to  a  confiderable  amount. 

31-  *]        The   fame  Pregent  the  year  fallowing  landed 

Other  dcfcents   made    by  I     mQre     t  Qn    the    guffex    CQaft^     &nd     ^^ 

Pregent  upon  the  Sufiex       ,-,  .    . 

Brighton. 

coaft,  1514.  J 

c    2  While 
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32-  "I         While  Francis  I.  was  at  war  with  Henry  Vllf. 
The  French  land  upon  the  I    hg  affcmbjed  on  the  coafts  of  Normandv  a  fleet  of 

Ifle  of  Wight,   1545.     J  t_       j     j          j    rr       i  n  •  r  '        r       n 

one  hundred  and   nrty   large   inips,    lixty  (mailer 

ones,  and  twenty-five  galleys.  Notwithstanding  the  Englifh  fleet  was 
cruifing  in  thofe  roads,  Ennibault  landed  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  where  he 
committed  fume  depredations,  until  obliged  by  a  fuperior  force  to  re-em- 
bark ;  but  in  his  retreat  effected  other  defccnts  on  the  Suflex  coaft,  and 
particularly  at  Brighton. 

33-  1         Philip  II.  King  of  Spain,   in  the  courfe  of  this 
The  Armada,  1588.     j    year   gtte(j  ouf  (ne  famous  expedition  known  by 

the  name  of  the  Armada;  or,  Invincible  Fleet.  The  particulars  of  this 
naval  enterprife  are  known  to  all  the  world  ;  its  magnitude,  the  moft 
considerable  that  has  hitherto  ever  been  feen  ;  its  majcftic  entrance  into 
the  Channel  on  the  I2th  July;  its  formidable  pofition  in  prefence  of 
the  Britifh  fleet;  its  being  difperfed  by  a  moft  violent  temped,  and  retreat 
upon  the  coafts  of  Picardy,  where  light  fire-fhips,  which  the  Englifh 
filled  with  Greek  fire,  con  fumed  part,  and  threw  the  remainder  into  the 
greateft  confufion. 

Favour  prevailed  in  appointing  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  to  the 
command  of  the  Armada,  though  he  had  no  other  claim  to  this  important 
fituation  than  what  his  birth  gave  him;  and  this  circumftance  contributed 
not  a  little  to  the  defeat  of  a  fquadron  which  might  have  juftified  the  name 
of  Invincible ',  had  it  been  under  the  command  of  an  experienced  officer. 

The  Armada  is  delineated  on  the  chart  in  the  petition  in  which  the 
Britifh  admiral,  who  obferved  it,  reports  it  to  have  advanced,  in  the  form 
of  a  half-rnoon,  ^the  extremities  of  which  were  about  feven  miles  from- 
each  other, 

Notwithstanding 
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34?  1        Notwithftanding  the  fuperiority  of  the  Engliih 

Difcmbavkation    of    the  I   D2L\y,  and  the  prodigious  number  of  (hips  deflined 

Spaniards    in   Mount's  J    for  the  fccunty  of  tbe  Britiih  coafts,  the  Spaniards, 

in   the  month  of  July,  entered  Mount's  Bay,  in 

Cornwall,  with  four  galleys,  commanded  by  Don  Diego  Brochen.  They 
put  fome  troops  on  more,  burned  Mouth-hole,  Newlin,  and  Penzance, 
and  then  re-embarked. 

3v  1        The  Trim  being  in  rebellion  again fl  Elizabeth; 

Defcent  of  the  Spaniards  ^   appijec}  to  the  Spaniards  for  affiftance;     The  king. 

fern  Don  Juan  d'Aguilar  with  forty-eight  mips  and 

four  thoufand  foldiers,  who  landed  at  Kinfale,  and  took  the  town,  but 
was  afterwards  defeated,  and  obliged,  conformably  to  the  capitulation 
iigned  the  sd  January  1602,  to  return  with  his  troops  to  Spain. 


36- 

Ruyter  lays  wafte  the  Eng- 
lifli  coafts,   1667. 


The  repeated  applications  of  the  States  General, 
under  the  influence  of  De  Witt,  the  penfioner, 
determined  France  to  declare  war  againft  England 


the  i Qth  January  1666.  England  had  to  fudain  a  naval  war  againft 
the  united  forces  of  France,  Holland,  and  Denmark.  Her  fleet,,  com- 
manded by  Prince  Rupert  and  General  Monk,  conlifted  of  feventy-eight 
fail  of  the  line,  befides  frigates  and  fire-fhips  :  that  of  the  Dutch,  which 
De  Ruyter  had  the  command  of,  was  feventy-one  fail  of  the  line,  twelvs 
frigates,  thirteen  fire- (hips,  and  eight  yachts. 

The  negotiations  for  peace  opened  at  Breda  the  2oth  May  1667,, 
the  King  of  England  throwing  as  many  obftacles  in  the  way  as  lay 
in  his  power.  Ruyter  failed  from  the  Texel  with  fifty  veiTels,  and  on 
the  1 8th  June  took  pod  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  from  whence  he 
detached  the  Vice-admiral  with  feventeen  fail  and  fome  fire- (hips.  On  the 
loth  the  fort  at  Sheernefs  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Dutch,  who  burnt  the 
magazines  there.  This  fuccefs  fpread  great  coniternation  in  London. 

The 
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The  fame  Vice-admiral,  on  the'isth,  burnt  three  fliips  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Medway,  near  Chatham.  On  the  i3th  he  proceeded  with  fix  fhips 
of  war  and  five  fire-fhips  as  far  as  Upnor  Caftle ;  on  the  i4th  returned 
down  the  Thames,  taking  with  him  the  Royal  Charles  :  he  damaged 
feveral  others,  and  burnt  the  Royal  Oak.  Whilft  part  of  the  fleet 
blockaded  the  entrance  of  the  Thames,  Ruyter  proceeded  with  the  reft  to 
Portfmouth,  intending  to  fet  fire  to  the  vefTels  in  the  harbour;  but  not 
being  able  to  effect  it,  he  bore  away  to  the  weft,  propofing  to  land  at 
Torbay  :  there  he  was  repulfed,,  and  took  poft  before  Hope,  where  he 
did  confiderable  damage. 

The  advantages  which  Ruyter  obtained  rerhoved  the  impediments 
raifed  by  Charles  II.  to  a  peace,  which  was  figned  at  Breda  on  the  31  ft 
July,  and  put  an  end  at  once  to  the  hoftilities  and  fucceflfes  of  the  Dutch 
admiral. 

37.  "|        The  Earl  of  Argyle  landed  in, Scotland  on  the 
Defcent  of   the    Earl    of  I     ,  ^    May   l68^    vvith    but    three    fmall    vc{fe]s> 

Argyle     in     Scotland,  J    ^   armg    fof   fiye  hundred   men>       Re  wag  faken 

the  i ^th  June,  and  beheaded. 

38.  -\        The  Duke  of   York,    brother  to  Charles   II. 
Dufce  of  Monmouth  lands  V  fuccceded  him  under  the  name  of  James  II.     The 

at  Lyme,, 1685.  Duke  of  Monmouth,  Charles's  natural  fon,  made 

fome  attempts  to  depofe  him.  He  left  the  Texel  on  the  24th  May, 
with  a  thirty-gun  ftiip,  and  two  other  vefTels.  He  was  kept  by  contrary 
wu;ds  nineteen  days  at  fea,  without  falling  in  with  any  of  the  fhips  which 
were  cruifing  for  him.  On  the  iith  June  he  went  on  fhore  with 
eighty  men,  near  Lymc,  of  which  town  he  made  himfelf  mafter,  and 
there  publifhed  a  manifefto,  declaring  that  his  only  motive  for  taking 
up  arms  was  the  fupport  of  the  nation's  rights. 

He 
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He  left  Lyme  on  the  I5th  June  with  two  thoufand  men  who  had 
joined  him,  and  on  the  i8th  reached  Taunton,  where  he  was  received 
with  acclamation,  as  he  was  at  Bridgwater.  On  the  6th  July  he  was 
attacked  by  the  King's  troops,  defeated,  and  on  the  i5th  executed. 

39.  ^1        The   Prince   of   Orange,    James's   fon-in-law, 

William  III.  takes  pof- I  was  for  a  long  time  a  quiet  fpedator  of  the  reli- 
58J  gious  and  political  troubles  which  agitated  Eng- 
land under  the  government  of  his  father-in-law.  All  parties  united  with 
the  friends  of  liberty  in  offering  to  receive  him  at  their. head,  to  refcue  them 
from  the  oppreflion  under,  which  they  laboured.  This  he  attempted,,  and 
made  the  neceflary  preparations  with  inconceivable  fecrecy.  Helvoetfluys 
was  the  place  of  his  embarkation.  The  celebrated  Marefchal  de  Schom- 
berg  accompanied  him.  His  fleet  was  compofcd  of  fifty  mips  of  war, 
twenty- five  fire-fhips,  and  four  hundred  tranfports,  with  nn  army  of  five 
thoufand  horfe  and  ten  thoufand  foot..  Two  hours  after  he  had  put-to  fea, 
the  wind  blew  fo  violently  from  the  weft,  that  his  fhips  were  almoft  en- 
tirely difperfed.  The  time  he  was  compelled  to  wait  for  a  favourable  wind 
he  employed  in  repairing  the  damage  his  fleet  had  fuftained.  In  the  after- 
noon of  the  ift  November  it  again  fet  fail,  and  a  fignal  was  made  for 
fteering  to  the  weft.  The  Prince  of  Orange  had  ordered  it  in  two  divifions, 
one  of  which  made  a  feint  of  fteering  towards  Scotland,  but  formed  a 
junction  foon  afterwards  ;  and  they  continued  their  courfe  together.  On 
the  3d  the  fleet  entered  the  Channel,  and  lay  to  between  Dover  and 
Calais  to  wait  for  thofe  fhips  which  had  fallen  aftern.  The  coafts  of 
France  and  England  were  lined  with  an  innumerable  multitude  of  fpecta- 
tors,  affording  a  light  as.  beautiful  as  it  was  flattering. 

The  wind  which  blew  the  fleet  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  towards  Eng- 
land, kept  that  of  James  II.  in  port,  fo  that  the  fea  was  perfectly  clear 
for  them.  On  the  5th  the  Dutch  continued  their  courfe,  intending  to  land 
at  Dartmouth  or  Torbay.  During  the  night  they  found  that  they  had 

palled 
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pa  (Ted  the  places  fixed,  upon  for  their  difembarkation,  nnd  were  fearful  of 
being  obliged  to  land  at  Falmouth,  or  fomewhere  elfe  equally  inconve- 
nient. Soon  after  rofe  a  foutherly  wind,  which  carried  them  directly  into 
the  roadftead  of  Torbay,  the  mod  favourable  landing-place  for  the 
cavalry.  The  difembarkation  was  effected  on  the  5th  without  any  re- 
fiftance.  To  accelerate  it,  flat-bottomed  bo:Us  went  atliore  in  the  vicinity 
with  equal  eafe.  The  device  which  the  flag  bore  was,  "  The  liberties  of 
England :"  and  underneath,  *'  1  will  maintain  them."  His  firfl  act  upon 
letting  foot  on  fhore  was  to  publifh  a  manifefto,  wherein  the  wrongs  of 
the  Englifh  government  were  particularly  enumerated.  He  announced 
that  he  came  to  remedy  fo  many  grievances,  that  his  only  means  were  to 
fecure  the  nation  againft  the  pernicious  counfels  of  thofe  who  were  in  the 
King's  confidence,  and  to  convoke  a  parliament  freely  elected,  which  would 
allure  the  public  liberty. 

The  army  quitted  Torbay  on  the  6th,  the  foldiers  themfelves  carrying 
their  tenfs  and  three  days  provisions.  The  Prince  of  Orange  directed  his 
march  for  Exeter,  where  he  remained  ten  days,  to  give  his  troops  time  to 
refrem,  and  the  partifans  of  liberty  the  power  of  joining  him.  The 
whole  country  ranged  itfelf  fucceffively  on  his  fide.  From  Exeter  he 
went  to  Salilbury,  where  a  great  number  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of 
James  II.  came  to  ferve  under  his  colours.  The  defection  in  the  royal 
army  afterwards  became  general,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  arrived  at 
London  without  oppofition, 

The  Englifli  received'with  eagernefs,  and  fang  with  enthufiafm,  even 
in  the  royal  army,  fongs  wherein  the  papifts  and  royalifts  were  very  rudely 
fpoken  of.  This  incident  is  worthy  of  notice,  only  as  it  ferved  to  make 
known  and  redouble  the  general  discontent. 

James  II.  was  compelled  to  fly  with  his  family  to  France.  William 
affembled  under  the  name  of  a  convention  a  parliament  which  declared  the 

throne 
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throne  vacant,  offered  it  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  accepted  it,  limited 
the  power  of  the  King,  and  rights  of  the  people,  and  prefcribed  to  James's 
fon-in-law  the  conditions  whereon  he  was  to  reign. 

40.  "I        Louis  XIV.  equipped  a  fquadron  at  Breft,  on 

Defcent  of  King  James  at  j-   board  of  wnjch  King   James  embarked,    on  the 
Dublin,  1689.  J     I2th   May>      It  was  compofed  of   twenty-three 

fliips  of  war,  and  innumerable  transports,  under  the  command  of  Chateau 
Renaud.  It  difperfed  the  Englifli  fleet,  and  landed  January  id,  at  Dublin. 
The  famous  battle  of  the  Boyne,  which  James  loft  a  ftiort  time  after, 
put  an  end  to  his  pretenfions. 

41-  ]        Tourville,    with    feventy-twq    fliips    of    war, 

Landing  of  the  French  at  V   met  the  E^fo  and  Dutch  combined  fleet,   com- 

Teiecnmouth,   1600.        ;  r  j      r     i        *.  r          r  -i        T-.I  i    r\     i 

poled  or  about  lixty  fail.     The  engagement  lafted 

fix  hours,  when  the  latter  was  overcome  ;  feventeen  Englifh  or  Dutch 
fliips,  fliattered  and  difmafted,  ran  aground  upon  the  coaft  of  England, 
and  the  remainder  fled  for  flicker  into  the  Thames.  The  French,  re- 
maining mafters  of  the  feas,  profited  by  this  advantage,  to  make  a  de- 
fcent  upon  the  coafts  of  Great  Britain.  They  arrived  on  the  ift  Auguft 
in  Torbay,  with  forty-eight  fliallops,  and  fome  galleys,  carrying  1800 
chofen  men,  commanded  by  Eflrees.  This  kind  of  veflel  was  made 
choice  of,  becaufe,  being  lower  rhan  the  others,  they  are  lefs  expofed  to 
the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  landing  was  effected  on  the  5th  of  Align  ft  in 
Teignmouth  Bay,  in  fight  of  twelve  Englifli  fliips.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  militia,  intrenched  in  this  bay,  ran  away  at  the  firft  fliots  fired  from 
the  French  galleys  j  the  twelve  Englifli  veflcls  were  burnt  -t  and  the  French 
re-embarked  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man. 

42-  'j        Tyrconnel    croffed   into   Ireland   at  the  begin-, 

Tyrconncl    lands    in  Ire- V    njng    of     th(J    year     ^^      ^    fypport    the     Irifll 

againft    William    III.      He    brought    with    him 

provifions   and    warlike   flores.      This  was   followed   by   another    force, 

D  fumifhed 
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furniflicd  by  Louis  XIV.  which  reached  Limerick  1 9th  June,  under 
convoy  of  twelve  men  of  war.  It  was  compofed  of  general  officers, 
engineers,  1200  pioneers,  sco  horfes,  and  nineteen  pieces  of  cannon; 
but  this  affiflance  did  not  prevent  General  Ginckel  from  reducing  Ireland 
to  fubjeclion. 

43-  ")        The  Pretender  had  attempted   feveral  defcents 

pefcent  of  the  Pretender's  V  Jn  England  in  1708,    1717,   and  j  719,  alternately 

fon  in  Scotland.  1745.  )       n-n     .   ,        T-  ,  0  ,.       ,  .   ,    ,      . 

aliuted  by   r  ranee  and  Spain,  none  of  which  had 

met  with  the  defired  fuccefs.  Prince  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  having 
been  unable  to  obtain  direct  aid  from  France  and  Spain  to  validate  his 
father's  right  to  the  throne,  applied  to  a  merchant  at  Nantes,  who  fupplied 
him  With  a  frigate  of  eighteen  guns,  onboard  which  he  embarked  the 
12th  June.  This  frigate  was  efcorted  by  a  fixty-four  gun  fhip,  called 
the  Elizabeth,  which  a  Dunkirk  Captain  had  fitted  out.  It  wis  then 
an  eftablifhed  cuftom  of  government  to  lend  mips  of  war  to  merchants, 
on  condition  of  their  paying  to  the  ftate  a  fixed  fum,  and  fupporting  the 
crew  at  their  own  expenfe  during  the  voyage.  The  fon  of  the  Pretender 
landed  in  a  little  diftrict  in  Scotland,  called  Moidart,  and  procured  par- 
tifans  without  much  difficulty.  France  and  Spain  fent  him,  at  different 
times,  fuccours  of  men  and  money,  which  landed  with  the  fame  facility  ^ 
This  expedition  was  followed  by  the  famous  battle  of  Culloden,  whereby 
all  the  Pretender's  hopes  were  destroyed. 

49-  "|        In   the  month  of  October   1759,  a  fquadron, 

Thurot  lands  at  Carrick-  V  whicn  na(j  been  fome  time  equipping  at  Dunkirk, 
er^us>    '  under  the  command  of  M.   de  Thurot,  efcaped 

from  that  port,  in  fpite  of  the  vigilance  of  the  Englifh  admiral  in  the 
Downs,  and  arrived  at  Gottenburgh  in  Sweden,  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded to  Bergen  in  Norway.  His  inftrudlions  were  to  make  occasional 
defcents  upon  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  divide  and  diftract  the  attention 
of  the  government  in  that  kingdom.  The  original  armament  confifted  of 

the 
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the  Marefchal  de  Bellcifle  of  44  guns,  the  Begon,  Blonde,  and  Terp- 
fichore,  each  30  guns,  and  le  Marante  of  24,  having  on  board  1270 
foldiers  and  700  failors.  Two  hundred  of  the  troops  were,  however, 
di (embarked,  on  account  of  ficknefs,  before  they  failed,  and  between 
Gottenburgh  and  Bergen  they  loft  company  of  the  Begon  during  a  violent 
ftorm.  After  being  detained  nineteen  days  by  ftrefs  of  weather  at  Bergen, 
they  fet  fail  for  the  weftern  highlands  of  Scotland,  and  came  in  fight  of 
the  northern  part  of  Ireland  in  the  latter  end  of  January.  Thurot's  inten- 
tion was  to  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Deny ;  but  the  wind  growing  tem- 
peftuous  blew  them  out  to  fea,  where  the  Marante  parted  company,  and 
never  again  joined.  After  encountering  all  the  dangers  of  ftorms  and 
famine,  they  left  the  ifland  of  Ida,  where  they  put  in  for  provifions  ;  and 
again  this  fpirited  commander  made  his  appearance,  filling  the  whole 
kingdom  with  alarm.  The  weather  no  fooner  permitted  than  he  (leered 
for  the  Bay  of  Carrickfergus  in  Ireland,  and,  after  due  preparation,  on 
the  2 1  ft  February  1760,  effected  an  unoppofed  defcent  with  600  men.- 
Lieutenant-colonel  Jennings,  who  commanded  four  companies  of  raw, 
undifciplined  troops,  ordered  the  French  prifoners  there  to  be  fent  to 
Belfaft,  and  made  the  beft  difpofitions  for  guarding  the  town  which 
circumftances  would  permit.  A  regular  attack  was  foon  commenced,  and 
maintained  by  the  Britifh  with  their  ufual  fpirit,  until  all  their  ammunition 
was  expended,  when  they  retired  in  good  order  to  the  caftle,  which  was 
in  all  refpects  untenable,  not  only  on  account  of  the  wall  having  a  breach 
fifty  feet  in  width,  but  alfo  from  the  total  want  of  provifion  and  ammu- 
nition. The  aflailants  were  neverthelefs  repulfed  in  their  firft  attack,  even 
after  the  gate  was  burft  open,  the  enthufiaftic  hercifm  of  Britons  fupply- 
ing  the  want  of  fhot  with  ftones  and  rubbifh.  The  gallant  corps  was 
obliged  to  furrender,  though  not  unconditionally,  as  they  were  not  to  be 
fent  prifoners  to  France,  but  to  be  ranfomed  by  fending  an  equal  number  > 
of  French  prifoners  in  their  place.  It  was  alfo  agreed,  that  neither  the 
caftle  ihould  be  demoliftied  nor  the  town  plundered,  the  mayor  and  cor- 
poration furniflung  the  French  troops  with  neceffary  provifions.  The 

D  2  enemy 
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•  •:  this  did  not  attempt  to  make  any  further  ads anc-  into  the 
,  tl.e  inhabitants  of  which,  with  a  laudable  and  rcfolute  loyalty, 
•  in  great  numbers  into  Belfaft  to  volunteer  their  ferviccs,  together 

lidcrable  number  of  regulars,  which  had  by  this  time  atllmbled. 
i  hurot  therefore, aiter  having  levied  a  moderate  contribution,  precipitately 
re-embarked,  and  putting  to  fea,  was,  about  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th,  brought  to  by  Captain  John  Elliot  with  three  frigates. 
Alter  a  warm  action  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  Captain  Elliot's  lieutenant 
boarded  the  Belleille,  and  finking  her  colours  with  his  own  hand,  the 
French  commander  fubmitted,  and  his  example  was  infhntJy  followed 
by  the  other  two,  which  were  carried  into  the  bay  of  Ramfny,  Tile  of 
Man,  to  be  repaired.  The  lofs  of  the  Engliih  in  killed  and  wounded  did 
not  exceed  forty  men,  but  the  enemy  loft  above  300,  among  whom  was 
the  gallant  Thurot  himfelf.  The  viclor  had  not  even  the  confolation  to 
perform  the  laft  offices  to  his  brave  enemy,  for  his  body  was  thrown  into 
tbe  fea  during  the  hurry  of  the  engagement  by  his  own  people.  (This 
account  was  altogether  omitted  by  the  French  Editor.). 

44  1        On  the   loth   December  1796,  feventeen  mips 

>Cted    ddccnt   of   the!     of    the    ]inc>     fome    of    vyhich     were    Joft    ;n    fhe 

French  in  Ban  try  Bay,  l          <~r  c    i       r»  j  r          i  r  • 

J    pniiage  or  the  Raz,  and  leveral  frigates,  carrying 

18,000  men,   failed   from   Breil  for  Bantry  Bay. 

Till  that  time,  it  was  generally  underftood  that  a  defcent  could  not  be 
efFe&ed  without  tranfports ;  but  in  the  prefent  inflance  they  were  fortu- 
nate enough  to  judge  the  beft  tranfport  veffels  to  be  thofe  which  carried 
the  greateft  number  of  guns,'  and  no  others  were  taken.  It  was  refolved, 
that  if -a  landing  could  not  be  made  good  in  Bantry,  it  fliould  take  place 
in  the  river  Shannon.  Forty  Engliih  ihips,  blocking  up  Breft  harbour, 
did  not  difcover  the  departure  of  the  fleet  before  it  had  been  three  days 
out.  On  the  zjth  rofe  a  thick  fog,  whereby  the  fignals  were  mifcon- 
ccived  ;  and  the  La  Fraternite  frigate,  which  carried  the  chief  land  and 
fea  officers,  found  itfelf  feparated  from  the  armament.  They  arrived 

before 
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th<  bay  on  the  29th.  The  abfence  of  rh;i  commanding  officers 
rendered  the  jfrtilatioh  of  the  fleet  embarrafling  in  the  extreme.  Contrary 
winds,  and  other  circumftanccs,  prevented  the  execution  of  the  rneafurrg 
which  had  been  taken  ;  and  the  fleet  regained  Brcfl  at  different  periods, 
having  loft  two  mips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates. 

4v  ")         On    the    22d    February  1/97,   the  coaft  of  De- 

Landing  «! -1200  men  near  >  vonfhirCj  wnjch  lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  BritifH 

Fifljguarik  1707.  j     ^\  ,  1111  c  *. 

Channel,   was  alarmed  by  the  appearance  or  two 

French  frigates,  a  corvette,  and  a  lugger,  which  feu t tied  feveral  fmall 
veiTels  in  the  harbour  of  Ilfracombe;  and  on  the  evening  of  that  day  1200 
men  were  landed  near  Fiftiguard,  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  Pembrokeshire. 
They  immediately  laid  down  their  arms,  and,  the  frigates  having  quitted 
the  coaft,  were  made  prifoncrs  of  war. 

46-  "j         A  rebellion  {a  moit  particular  account  of  wliicJi 

The  French  land  in  Ire- V   has    been   pllbli(hcd  by    Sir    Richard    Mufgravc, 

Bart.)   had  for  fome  time  exifted  in  Ireland,  and 

at  lad  broke  out  with  fuch  violence  and  animofity,  as  called  for  the  moll 
vigorous  and  decided  meafurcs  to  fupprefs  it.      An  opportunity  more  fa- 
vourable  to  the   French   intereft  had   never  occurred;    and   accordingly, 
after  a  lapfe  of  fome  time,  an  expedition  was  fitted   out,  coniiiling  of 
three  frigates,   with  1500  land  forces,  principally  officers,  engineers,  &c. 
under  the  command  of  General  Humbert,   forming  a  complete  ikc-K-toa. 
of  an  army,    intended  for  appointment  to  the  .organized  force  of   fluv 
rebels,  which  they  were  taught   to  believe  only  wanted  officers  to  enable 
them  to  defeat  the  utmofl  ftrength  of  their  lawful  rulers.      This  armam* 
failed  from  Rochfort  at  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  and  eluding  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Britifh   cruifers,  though  feventcen  days  at  fea,  on  the  22  i. 
appeared  off  the  Irifli  coafl,  and  landed  in   Killala  Bay,   in  the  county 
of  Mayo,  where,  meeting  with  no  refinance,   they,  proceeded  to  attack 
the  town  of  Killala;   which  being  almoft  unprotected  by  military,  they 

entered, 
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entered,  and  took  an  officer  and  twenty  men  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
fencibles  prifoners,  and  the  Bifliop  of  Killala  (Dr.  Stock)  and  his  two 
daughters,  whom  they  detained  as  hoftages.  They  brought  with  them 
a  confidcrable  quantity  of  arms  and  fix  teen  pieces  of  cannon  ;  and,  a* 
they  were  foon  joined  by  a  number  of  the  difaffecied,  proceeded  feveral 
miles  up  the  country  to  Caftlebar,  where  they  fell  in  with  and  attacked  a 
body  of  about  2000  men,  under  the  command  of  General  Hutchinfon, 
who,  whether  he  was  taken  by  furprife,  or  treachery  manifested  itfclf  in 
the  ranks,  or  both,  inftantly  gave  way,  and  he  was  obliged  to  make  a 
fpeedy  retreat,  leaving  behind  him  fix  pieces  of  cannon.  Emboldened 
by  this  fuccefs,  they  moved  on  to  Caillebar,  from  which  place  they 
retreated  on  the  night  of  the  3d  September,  in  confequence  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  (Marquis  Cornwallis)  advancing  in  great  force. 

General  Humbert  had,  on  the  31(1  Auguft,  ifTued  a  proclamation, 
being  a  model  of  a  provifional  government  for  the  county  of  Connaught, 
whereof  John  Moore  was  appointed  prelident;  but  he  was  foon  after- 
taken  and  hanged. 

The  Marquis  Cornwallis  made  the  neceiTary  difpofitions  either  for 
fuppoVting  a  general  attack,  or  intercepting  their  retreat.  On  the  8th, 
General  Lake  met  the  enemy  near  Ballinarnuck,  and  inftantly  attacked 
them.  Their  refiftance  was  but  of  fhort  duration,  when  they  furrendered 
at  discretion ;  and  thus  clofed  a  career  which  had  certainly  been  prolonged 
far  beyond  the  time  which  was  generally  thought  to  be  neceflary  for  the 
reduction  of  fo  contemptible  a  force;  and  the  exiftence  of  which,  for 
a  moment,  could  alone  be  attributed  to  the  diftradlion  and  ferment  too 
prevalent  in  that  country. 


47- 
Defcent  effeded  by  a  fmgle 


The  laft-mentioned  expedition  appeared  to  be 
>  but  a  part  of  three,  the  two  others  of  which  were 


fhip  to  favour  an  mfur-       r  r\      i  •  i  i  -,  r: 

forwarding:  at   Dunkirk    and    Brett.      Lady   in 
re&ion  in  1798.  J  J 

September  the  brig  Anacreon,  the  only  veflel  of 

the 
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the  whole  armanent  which  could  effect  its  efcape  from  the  former  port, 
going  north  about,  reached  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  brought  to  at  Ragh- 
lin  Ifland  on  the  1 6th.  The  notorious  hoary  rebel  General  Napper  Tandy- 
was  on  board,  who,  early  in  the  morning,  went  on  fhore,  to  try  the 
effect  his  name  and  prefence  might  have  upon  his  countrymen  ;  moft  of 
whom,  however,  betook  themfelves  to  flight.  He  was  accompanied  in 
his  defcent  by  General  Rey,  and  about  200  of  the  crew,  who  were  moftly 
Irifh.  Finding  he  could  gain  no  profclytes,  notwithflanding  he  pub- 
lifhed  a  manifefto,  faying,  that  he  came  to  break  their  fetters  or  die  at 
their  head ;  and  defiring  them  to  pay  no  attention  to  any  conceffions  of 
the  Britifh  government;  and  that  he  had  brought  plenty  of  arms,  with 
artillery,  worked  by  men  who  had  fpread  terror  through  the  globe ;  he 
immediately  re-embarked,  and  flood  off  to  the  north-eafl  without  in- 
terruption. 

4^.  "\        The  rnoft   formidable  force  in  appearance  and 

IneffeaualatternptatDon-  I    aaiiaj  ftrength   was,    however,    yet  to  make  its 

negal  Bay    in-  Ireland.  I  i  r  -i  j     •  r 

j    attempt,  and  tailed,  in  conlequence,  on  the  i6th 

September   from  Breft.     It  confiftcd  of  one  fhip 

of  eighty  guns,  eight  frigates,  and  a  fchooner,  containing  3600  men 
under  General  Hardi,  with  great  quantities  of  arms  and  ftores  of  every 
kind. 

On  the  1 2th  October,  the  RofTes  bearing  S.  S.  W.  five  leagues,  after  a 
Jong  chafe,  this  fquadron  was  engaged  of  Tory  Ifland,  the  N.  W.  point 
of  Ireland,  by  the  Canada,  Robuil,  Foudroyant,  Magnanime,  Ethalion, 
Melampus,  and  Amelia,  the  firft  three  of  the  line,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren,  Bart,  who,  after  a  fevere  engagement, 
captured  the  Hoche  of  eighty  guns  and  four  frigates,  and  very  much 
crippled  thofe  which,  for  a  time,  made  their  efcape.  Three  of  them 
anchored  on  the  day  following  in  Donegal  Bay,  and  fent  a- boat  and  iixty 

mm 
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men  on  Hi  ore,  who  were  repulfed  in  their  attempts  to  land  by  the  Mount 
Charles  yeomanry,  commanded  by  Captain  Montgomery. 

L'Immortalite,  of  44  guns,  was  afterwards  captured  by  the  Fimguard 
frigate  .(formerly  La  Refinance.  See  No.  45),  with  great  {laughter, 
150  of  her  men  being  either  killed  or  wounded.  On  the  1 8th  of 
Odober  Captain  Durham,  in  the  Anfon,  fell  in  with  and  engaged  La 
Loire  of  fifty  guns,  which  ftruck  after  having  had  123  of  her  crew 
filled  and  wounded. 

Thus,  by  the  judicious  arrangement  of  a  vigilant  Admlniftration  at 
home,  and  the  gallantry  and  ikill  of  our  officers  and  fhips  companies  on 
rhc  iea,  was  defeated  another  effort  of  a  perfidious,  designing  enemy,  to 
whom,  as  well  as  to  ourfelves,  this  may  probably  ferve  as  a  not  unpro- 
fitable leilon,  from  whence  may  be  inferred,  that  fo  long  as  England 
remain  mailer  of  the  fea,  and  Englimmen,  with  a  juft  regard  to  their 
own  happy  Hate,  Hand  true  to  themfelve-s,  and  their  illuftrious  and  be- 
lulicent  King,  all  the  machinations  and  defigns  of  an  enemy  upon  their 
country  will  without  difficulty  be  put  down,  as  they  have  been  before, 
and  {hall  foon  be  again,  if  the  enemy,  not  profiting  by  former  example^ 
attempt  to  put  his  .ram  threats  in  execution. 


THE    END, 


S.  Gi-s  •-  i  •  :  ,  I'l  i 
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